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Pacific Gas & Electric Corp. today filed paperwork seeking approval to charge 
customers 6.4 percent more in 2011 than they will pay in 2010 for electricity — 

and possibly more for the following two years. 

The San Francisco-based utility said it needs $1 billion more in 2011 than it 
should need in 2010 to deliver electricity and gas to customers. PG&E said in an 
SEC filing that it will need to spend an average of $2.7 billion each year to re-
place aging electrical and gas infrastructure, and to maintain and upgrade power 

plants. 

PG&E also asked the California Public Utilities Commission, which will rule on 
PG&E's request, to establish a more flexible rate system that will  
allow utilities to charge customers more money in 2012 and 2013 based on 
changes in franchise, payroll, income or property taxes, instead of picking a set 

increase that applies to all three years. 

PG&E said a flexible rate-determining system would likely result in an  
increase of $275 million and $343 million in 2012 and 2013 for PG&E  

customers. 

PG&E seeks 6.4% rate increase in 2011 

San Francisco Business Times - by Lindsay Riddell 

Date: Tuesday, December 22, 2010 
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Pacific Gas and Electric Co. wants to raise its electricity rates 6.5 percent in 2011 

to fund repairs to its aging power grid, the utility said Monday. 

The proposed rate hikes need the approval of state regulators to take effect. PG&E 
took the first step toward that approval on Monday, notifying the California Public 
Utilities Commission that the company will make a formal rate request in Decem-
ber. The commission is expected to vote on the request late this year. 
 
Some categories of customers would see a larger increase than others. But starting 
in January 2011, a typical homeowner's monthly electricity bill would rise $2.20 to 
reach $76.27. People with larger houses that use more power would pay $16.80 

more per month than they do today, for a total of $180.48. 

Grid maintenance 

The extra cash would help PG&E increase the amount of money it spends main-
taining its vast web of power lines and electrical equipment, a system that covers 

70,000 square miles of Northern and Central California. 

Grid upkeep and repairs cost the utility $2.2 billion each year, and PG&E wants to 

increase that figure to $2.7 billion per year. 

PG&E, citing infrastructure, seeks rate hikes 

July 21, 2010 | By David R. Baker, Chronicle Staff Writer 
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PGE asked the commission Tuesday to start reviewing the utility's cost 
of doing business and approve an overall rate increase of 7.4 percent 
starting in January 2011. 

 

In a statement, PGE president and CEO Jim Piro said the utility needs 
the rate increase to pay for "key infrastructure improvements," including 
a major investment in renewable energy resources. 

 

The request starts what is typically a 10-month review process in which 
the commission will either accept or modify PGE's proposal. 

 

Bob Jenks of the Citizens' Utility Board, which represents the interests 

of residential ratepayers, says PGE's request is too much. 

PGE seeks 7.4 percent rate increase for 2011 
February 17, 2010 9:30 AM  |  Associated Press 
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...PG&E's motives in this effort are obvious. Northern California's 
largest investor-owned utility has among the highest electricity 
rates of any power provider in the country, and those rates will 
likely go a lot higher soon. Currently PG&E has some 10 rate hike 
requests worth more than $5 billion pending before the California 
Public Utilities Commission. Increasingly, customers straining to 
pay those high electric bills are turning to public power for relief. 
PG&E charges its average customers 15.2 cents per kilowatt-
hour for electricity. Sacramento Municipal Utility District custom-
ers pay 11.4 cents per kilowatt-hour, 25 percent less. Roseville's 
rates are comparable to SMUD's9. 

EDITORIAL: PG&E MAKES A NEW POWER GRAB 

by Editors, Sacramento Bee  January 19th, 2010 
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